
Coexist

This show “Coexist” encompasses materials that have different origins but, metaphorically, 
exist in an almost harmonious manner. I employ organic and industrial materials often in a 
single piece of artwork. My challenge is to create a balance of proportion, weight, distribution 
of space, focus vs. non-focus, color, and value. The show is a series of discoveries and 
surprises. I use different elements — some old, some new, some organic, some inorganic to 
produce my works. I experiment often but I also fail often. I do not know if the experiments will 
work until I see how all different elements are able to integrate to coexist. 

I believe that everything is interconnected. Sea creatures, land creatures, geology and our 
body structure and our so-called different races and ethnicities.

Human beings have developed all different kinds of tools, materials, and technological 
innovations. We rarely function now without digital devices. I am one of the beneficiaries of 
these innovations. In addition to natural organic and industrial materials, I employ LED lights 
for some of my sculptures. I mostly use gampi and kozo paper pulp, tree branches, or 
driftwood, plants, and corals as an organic natural source for my art-making. Industrial 
materials such as stainless steel, copper, and brass wires are mixed with organic materials. I 
see a lot of similarities among different creatures and spices. For example, the blood vein 
form resembles tree branches and coral reefs. All matter starts from atoms, atoms can form 
compounds, and compounds can form cells. Infinite multiplication of cells creates different 
spices. Decreasing cells leads to the termination of life. We coexist in life and death.

I am often drawn to the naturally occurring curvatures of tree branches and sea plants. I 
follow those natural forms to develop my work with hand-cast resin pieces or hand-formed 
natural objects. I rely on my intuition to create my works with materials from nature. I use 
silicone rubber molds to cast resin pieces. When I pick up freshly cured resin pieces, they are 
malleable enough to react to my hand pressure to change shape. Molding resin feels like an 
organic act although resin is considered an industrial material. I struggle to find an appropriate 
shape, size, and color of resin or organic objects in order to find a good balance during my 
work. I sometimes need to start over again after I realize the work is going in the wrong 
direction and missing my judgement of balance. In terms of balance, I am seeking an organic 
matter inside of inorganic material.

Is it possible to coexist, organic and inorganic?

I made a large piece called “Coexist” (31”x77”x11”) particularly for this show. This piece has 
LED lights behind the sculpture. I wanted to bring a concept of coexistence and a trajectory of 
the process of being able to exist together in a harmonious way. I used complementary vivid 
colors of blue and orange as a dominant color scheme. A boat-like shape is bulging out like a 
wave. A dark blue colored resin string indicates a chaotic stage to the left and leads into an 
almost calmed circle on the right to symbolize the progression of peace-making.

The symbolism of the piece is to allude to our own human culture domestically and 
internationally. We are in the same boat so to speak to overcome a wave of negative force 
with the collective power of people who want to build a better society for the future.



Overall, this show may look a bit chaotic due to my decision to mix natural subtle objects 
against dynamic bulging colorful sculptures, but this serves my intended purpose to highlight 
the “Coexist” theme of chaos and tranquility.

Today, misinformation and conflict pervades our daily lives. We are easily misguided to head 
in the wrong direction, which can lead to chaos; however, fundamentally, we want peace and 
happiness for all. Our ongoing struggle is to figure out how to fight against negative influences 
and maintain the delicate balance. I hope my show reflects the present state of our society 
and addresses the importance of learning how to coexist if we want to avoid escalating 
conflicts.
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